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I. INTRODUCTION
A. Title

This Ordinance shall amend the Fulton County Zoning Ordinance and
be known, cited, and referred to as the Fulton County Sign Ordinance.

B. Purpose

County.

Improve pedestrian a t safety by i'minimizing
distractions and obstacle r views of the road and of
directional o i i




Il. DEFINITIONS
A. “Abandoned Sign” means;

1. Any Sign that does not display a well maintained message
for a consecutive sixty (60) day period;

2. Any Sign the owner of which can not be located at Owner's
last address as reflected on the records of the Fulton County
Zoning and Community Development:Office; or

structure designed

3. Any Sign no longer fully supportéd by
to support the sign.

‘person who submit
(o} insta .orerecta s

' B. “‘Applicant” means any entit
an application (building permit

the County

C. “Awning,” “Canopy,” or “Marquee Sign” means a sign that is
mounted on, pamted on, or attached:to, an awning, canopy or
marquee. No such SIQ project abo below, or beyond the
awnlng, canopy or matgtiee:iNo such sigh shall be illuminated and

anhs a sign that indicates the name of an
hization on whose premises it is located and
ame of the institution or organization, the

or professnon conducted, or to products, services or entertainment
sold or offered upon the premises where such sign is located, or to
which it is affixed.

G. “Church Identification Sign” means a sign giving only the name and
address of a church. Such signs may be wholly or partly devoted to
a readily recognizable symbol.

H. “County” means Fulton County, iHlinois.




. “Direction Sign® means a sign on private property without
commercial message that gives direction such as entrances, exits,
or street numbers.

J. “Elevated Sign” means any sign placed upon, or supported by, the
ground independent of the principal structure on the property
where the bottom edge of the sign is ten feet or more above the
ground level.

K. “Elevated Roof Sign” means a sign placed

he roof of a building
or structure.

L. “Government Sign” means a s;gn
municipality, a governmental agep
Federal Government.

M. “Ground Sign” means a sig
pylons, or foundation element
attached to a building.

sign, monument or statue serving to help
ome person or event.

the owner or occupant of a structure or premises on which it is
located and, where applicable, a professicnal status.

S. “Obscene” has the meaning set forth under 720 ILCS 5/11-20(b) of
the lllincis Criminal Code.

T. “Owner’ means the person(s) or entity(s) with an equity interest in
a sign(s), including their respective successors, assigns, and heirs.

Owner does not include a pmpedy_own&dmmMmJaDL5—



leased for locating a Sign (unless the property owner has an equity
interest in the Sign).

U. “Permit’ means a Building Permit for a Sign issued by the Fulton
County Zoning and Community Development Office.

V. “Person” means any individual or entity, including a Firm,
Partnership, Association, Corporation, Limited Liability Company,
Trustee, and their legal successors.

W. “Political Sign” means a sign relating to a,¢andidate, political party,

election, or other issue.

X. “Portable Display Sign” means
capable of relocation, under it
vehicle. The display mess
painted and capable of beirig
may be with or without electrical
or without wheels.

"&entification Sign” means a Sign at the
ntial neighborhood identifying the

ans an object, including a structure, movable object, wall
displaying any message visible to the public. No sign
shall*have more than three (3) faces used to present advertising.
Notices legally placed on public property and removed on a daily
basis are not considered Signs.

DD. “Special Event Sign” means a Sign for events such as grand
openings, vehicle shows, displays, craft shows, benefits, fund-
raisers, festivals, and other limited term events.




EE."Temporary Construction Sign” means a temporary sign indicating
the names of the architects, engineers, landscape architects,
contractors and similar artisans involved in the design and
construction of a structure, complex, or project only during the
construction period and only on the premises on which the
construction is taking place.

FF. “Temporary Real Estate Sign” means a temporary sign pertaining
to the sale or lease of a lot or tract of land on which the sign is
located, or to the sale or lease of one orgmiore structures, or a
portion thereof on which the sign is located:

GG.“Temporary Sign” means a display si
duration of an event, including re

State of lllinoisiunder 55 ILCS 5/5-12001 as “structures.” Any sign, shall be
a structure. No land, personal property or structure shall be used for sign
purposes except as specified herein.

IV. APPLICABILITY

A. A sign lawfully established before the effective date of this
ordinance, but not conforming to the regulations of this ordinance,

may be continued unitil such time that it iIs substantially altered.



Repair and maintenance and change of display of a bulletin board
sign and change of advertisers on a billboard sign shall be
permitted. In addition, any such sign, which must at any. time, be
moved by reason of road repairs or utility work may be
permanently or temporarily relocated within five-hundred (500) feet
of the first location, If relocated beyond the term of construction
work, the sign shall meet requirements of the ordinance. Any sign
removed for construction work must be relocated within one
hundred twenty (120) days or a new sign permit shall be required.

B. Every sign or other advertising structure

adoption of this code shall not be al
made to comply with the provusm |
otherwise provided for herein.

ully in existence on the
r moved unless it be
article, except as

VWhen a principal structure is destroyed or removed due to
‘natural or man-made circumstances, all signs on the
property shall be removed within ninety (90} days, unless a
building permit has been issued to replace the structure
within said time period.

V. PROHIBITION

No sign shall be erected, enlarged, constructed or otherwise installed
without first obtaining a sign permit, and a sign shall be considered legal
only when in compliance with this sign regulation. All signs shall be




constructed in such a manner and of such material that they are safe and
substantial.

VL. FEES

Fees for Signs and Building Permits shall be set by the Fuiton County Board
and included in the Fulton County Zoning Fee Schedule, as amended from
time to time by the Fulton County Board.

VIl. SIGN PERMITTING PROCESS

altered until a
Community

No sign except those listed in Section Xi;
sign permit has been issued by the Eglton County Zoning
Development Director. .

A. A complete Fulton County Buil ermit Application shall be

submitted

HA sketch showing the sign faces, exposed surfaces, and
- proposed message accurately represented in scale as to
size and proportion and showing, if the sign is to be
attached to a building, the sign on the fagade of the
building.

C. Review and Action: The Fulton County Zoning and Community
Development Director shall review the sign permit application to
determine whether the proposed sign complies with all the
applicable sign regulations of this article. Within ten (10) business




days of the submission of a complete application for a sign permit,
the Fulton County Zoning and Community Development Director
shall either:

1. Issue the sign permit, if the sign complies in every respect
with the standards of this Articles, if applicable ; or

2. Deny the sign permit if the sign fails in any way to comply
with the standards of this Article. The Fulton County
Zoning and Community Development Director shall specify
all reasons for the denial.

D. Inspection: Prior to installation of a si
be required to see if the sign mee

provisions of this article. Thi
as he/she deems necessary, |

' is not“commenced within ninety (90) days from
| of such permit.

waive any sign permit fee if evidence is provided
e permit application showing that the sign to be

VilIl. GENERAL STANDARDS:

A. Property directly abutting a state or federal highway may have
signage as allowed by the State of lllinois Department of

Transportation—and—the—applicant shatt-provideacopy ofapproval



from the lllinois Department of Transportation to the Fuiton County
Zoning and Community Development Director.

B. Gross Area of Sign. Gross area shall include the entire area within
a single continuous perimeter enclosing the extreme limits of the
sign, exclusive of the base on which it is mounted or from which it
is suspended. If more than one (1) side of a sign is utilized as a
sign, then only the largest side shali be computed and shall be
counted as a portion of the gross area. For computing the gross

r “ounted or painted

e area of the smallest

ich happen to lie in direct vision behind
all not be in red, amber, or green

s shall be illuminated only by steady, stationary,
sh lded or shaded light sources directed solely at the sign
= ternal to it so that the light intensity, or brightness does
ot create either a nuisance to adjacent property or a traffic
zard for motorists or pedestrians.

4. Except where a combination of individual exposed bulbs
displays information, such as time, temperature, or date
iluminated signs; no exposed reflective-type bulb and no
strobe light or unshielded incandescent lamp shall be used
on the exterior surface of any sign.

E. Flashing or Moving Signs: For the purpose of this regulation, any

sign fhat_ls_ceualwng_cotatmg,—mwng,—anmated,—has—mowngi
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lights, or creates the illusion of movement shall be considered a
moving sign. Any illuminated sign on which the artificial light is not
constant in intensity and color at all times is considered a flashing
sign.

1. Flashing signs shall not be permitted which are in any way
similar to traffic signals or emergency vehicle lights.

2. A sign which displays the current time and/or temperature
by use of intermittent lighting shal not be deemed a
flashing sign if the lighting changes are limited to text
indicating time, temperature er public messages.

square feet in area.
3. Signs designed
throughout the da
F. Signs on Trees or U

utility pole or tree.

G. Lineal Street Frontage: In th

“Bl!

.abllshed w:thln ‘AC” Agricultural,

ore“than five (5) Large Signs may be located per
mile of street or highway regardless of the fact that
such large signs may be located on different sides of the
tibject street or highway.

. No large sign shalt be located within one-thousand (1000}
feet of another large sign abutting either side of the same
street or highway.

3. No large sign shall be located within two-hundred (200) feet
of a residential zone and/or existing residence. If the large
sign is illuminated, this required distance shall be
increased to three-hundred (300) feet.

11



4. No large sign shall be located closer than twenty-five (25)
feet from the property line it is facing. Setbacks shall be
measured from the surface display area to the vertical
extension of the property line.

5. The surface display area of any side of a large sigh may
not exceed four-hundred (400) square feet. In the case of
large sign structures with multiple advertising, the
combined surface display area of any face shall not
exceed four-hundred (400) square fegt

e sign and-is so located
onto any portion of an
h of on-coming vehicles,

ign  established within “AC" Agricuitural, "B’
“I" Industrial zones, as defined in the
*H hway Advertising Act of 1972” (1972 PA 106, as
‘amended) bordering interstate highways, freeways or
imary highways as defined in said Act shall, in addition to
complying with the above conditions, also comply with all
applicable provisions of provided thereunder, as such may
from time to time be amended.
10.All large signs shall have a surety bond of appropriate
amount posted at the time of the permit application to
insure that the signage is appropriately decommissioned
once past its useful life.

12



IX. EXEMPTIONS:

A. Total Exemptions: The following signs shall be exempt from the
requirements of this article, except that such signs shall comply
with appropriate setback requirements as specified in this
ordinance. Such signs shall not be illuminated, but may be of the
beaded reflector type upon approval thereof by Fulton County
Zoning and Community Development Director. Such signs shall be
of the types and contain only such displays as follows:

1. Temporary S|gns displaylng the

, location, and time of
tate or County Fair,
public or general election,
lnterfere with the full view

Flags not larger than t
on private property.

 private property for the convenience of the

iBlic, including signs to identify entrance and exit drives,

tking areas, one way drives, restrooms, freight
ances and other similar signs.

"“Scoreboards and signs located inside athletic stadiums.

Signs for the sale of household goods at a residence (for
example, garage sales or auctions) for a period not to
exceed five (5) days in any calendar month, and not
exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet in area.

Real estate signs not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet
in area.

13




10. Construction signs not exceeding thirty-two (32) square
feet in area.

11. Political Signs related to a specific election are allowed to
be erected for a period not to exceed ninety (90)
consecutive days, and not exceeding thirty-two (32) square
feet in area. Political Signs shall be removed within five (5)
days after the election.

B. Exemptions from Sign Permit: Window signsinet exceeding twenty-
five (25%) percent of the i / surface in “AC”
Agricultural/Conservation, “B" Busmess “I" Industrial districts

his article, but shall

be forfeited to the p‘
other remedies herel

Xl. TEMPORARY SIGNS.

Temporary signs shall be erected and maintained in a safe and attractive
manner and shall be subject to applicable regulations, except as specifically
modified herein.

14



XIl.

XIHL.

MAINTENANCE.

A. Real Estate Signs shall be removed within one (1) week of the date
of sale, rental, or lease.

B. Temporary Construction Signs shall be no larger than sixty-four
(64) square feet. Such signs are subject to yard area requirements
and may be erected at the start of construction and shall be
removed upon project completion.

C. Portable display signs shall be allowed on a lot not more than two
(2) times in a calendar year, and not to exceé ,:Jourteen (14) days
for each occurrence.

D. Seasonal sale of produce signs.

ondition and in such a
visual detriment to the

A. All signs shall be maintained
manner that they
community at larg
Development Directo
authority to inspect a

as keeping sign structures
th broken glass or plastic
and other electrical operations in
wand other sign components in the

y Zoning and Community Development
1aintained sign as defined above, he/she shall
r(s) of said sign(s) to be notified as to the
d the corrective action that is required.

the owner to be cited for violation of this regulation, according to
Section 20, subsection B, of the Fulton County Zoning Ordinance.

SIGN STANDARDS

Sign types not identified in a zoning district as permitted are not allowed in such
zoning district unless otherwise expressly permitted by other regulations of this
Zoning Ordinance.

15




A. “AC” Agricultural Conservation District:

1. Number of Signs Permitted: There shall not be more than
one (1) sign per lot, except that on a corner lot two (2)
signs, one (1) facing each street shall be permitted.

2. Maximum Gross Surface Area:

Bulletin Board fifty {50) sq. ft.
Business Sign thirty-two (32) s

X N NS

section XI.

3. Maximum Height; F
elevated sign is locate
of the center

e-thousand’ (3 000) feet
aid interstate highway
elevated sign shall not

ber of Signs Permitted: There shall not be more than
(1) sign per lot, except that on a corner lot two (2)
signs, one (1) facing each street shall be permitted.

ximum Gross Surface Area:

a. Church Identification Sign thirty-two (32) sq. ft.

b. Name Plate Sign four (4) sq. ft.

c. Temporary Sign As regulated by Temporary Signs in
section Xl.

3. Maximum Height: One (1) story or fifteen (15) feet above
curb level, or if no curb, street level, whichever is lower.

16




4. Required Setback: Five (5) feet from all property lines, but
shall not encroach into or be located within a corner
visibility zone.

5. Projection: No sign shall project beyond the property line
into the public way.

C. “B” Business District:

1. Number of Signs Permitted:

a. All permitted functional sigpt
ot and two (2) on a ¢ ner Iot
each sfreet.

: One (1) per zoning
ith one sign facing

b. Awning, cano
limitations.

-- : i:orty—five {45) feet, except an elevated
at dﬁ_&within three-thousand (3,000) feet of the

lred Setback: A ground, monument or portable

5. lllumination: llluminated signs shall be permitted.

6. Projection: A business sign attached to a building wall shall
not project therefrom more than six (6) feet and an
advertising sign attached to a building wall shall not project
therefrom more than eighteen (18) inches.

D. “I” Industrial District:

17



1. Number of Signs Permitted:

‘a. All permitted functional sign types: One (1) per zoning
lot and two (2) on a corner lot with one sign facing
each street.

b. Awning, canopy or marquee, and window signs: No
limitations.

c. Ground, monument, projec wall, and roof signs:
One (1) per zoning lot.

. Elevated Signs: On

XIV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Nothing in the Ordinance is meant to augment or diminish existing
opportunities for public participation.

18



XV. REMEDIES

A. The Owners’ failure to materially comply with any of the above
provisions shall constitute a default under this Ordinance, and shall
cause them to be subject to fines set forth in Section 20,
subsection B, of the Fulton County Zoning Ordinance.

B. Prior to implementation of the existing County procedures for the
resolution of such default(s) the appropnate County body shall first

nt, Owner(s) and
exceed sixty (60)

P
ddressmg the resolution of
it(s) shall be revoked, and
hin six (6) months.

19




STATE OF ILLINOIS ) FULTON COUNTY BOARD

) SS.
COUNTY OF FULTON ) MAY SESSION, A.D. 2010
ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, previously the Fulton County Board has adopted a Large Wind Ordinance; and,

WHEREAS, it appears necessary to amend the aforesaid Large Wind Ordinance based upon
the recommendation of zoning stafY, the Fulton County Zoning Committee, and the Fulton County
Zoning Board of Appeals and having had a public hearing on said amendment; and,

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Zoning Committee that the Large Wind |
Ordinance be amended as set forth below.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Fulton County Board as follows:

A. That Section 9.2 Large Wind Energy Systems, Subsection VIII Design and Installation,
paragraph E Setbacks, item I, be amended by deleting the crossed out language as follows:

1. All WECS towers shall be set back at least one-thousand (1000) feet or two (2) times the
WESC height, whichever is greater, from any Inhabited Structure. The distance for the above
setback shall be measured from the point of the Inhabited Structure foundation closest to the
WECS Tower to the center of the WESC Tower foundatlon qihe—mer—ef—‘ehe—]}nhabﬁeé

B. That this Amendment shall be effective as of the date of its adoption, May 11,

EP A

Edward L Ketcham
Chairman of the Fulton County Board

ORDAINED this 11" day of May, A.D. 2010.

133275

JABES 1. HRELSGN
COUNTY CLERK & RECUKDER
FULTON COURTY, IL

KECORDED O
1G/14/7281@  16:35:594H

BEC FEE: 0.06
PAGES: 1







